
Orientation to Adolescent Studies FAQs 
Hershey Montessori School 

June 30 – August 2, 2019 
Orientation and Site Director: Laurie Ewert-Krocker 

Arrival/Departure Information 
The Orientation program begins on Sunday, June 30th at 12:30 pm at Hershey Montessori School-
Huntsburg Campus; participants should plan to arrive on Saturday June 29th either at Hershey 
Montessori School—Huntsburg Campus, 11530 Madison Rd., Huntsburg, OH 44046 or Hiram College 
Campus, 11715 Garfield Rd., Hiram, Ohio, 44234--depending on initial accommodations assignment.  

(All participants will have a residential experience on the farm during the course, but the group will be 
split between Hershey and Hiram upon arrival.) 

Arrival at Hershey: 
If arriving at Hershey Montessori School-Huntsburg Campus, please check in at the Farmhouse. Check-in 
will be from 9:00 am-5:00 pm Saturday June 29th.  

Arrival at Hiram: 
If arriving at Hiram College Campus, 11715 Garfield Rd., Hiram, Ohio, 44234, please come to the 
Townhouses on Winrock Drive. Check-in times will be provided prior to arrival dates. 

If your arrival time will be outside of these hours, please find a place to spend Saturday night and arrive 
at the Hershey Montessori Campus, Upper School Building on Sunday June 30th between 9:00 and 11:00 
am. 

A Graduation Ceremony will take place on Friday evening August 2nd  at 6:30 pm. Participants should 
plan departure for Saturday August 3rd. 

Transportation from Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to Huntsburg: 

• Take an Uber – uberX is approximately $46 to $110 from Cleveland Hopkins to Huntsburg.

• Airport Shuttle to Huntsburg is approximately $115.

• Take a Taxi – Taxis can be found at the South End Baggage Claim Level adjacent to carousel 11.
Taxi fare from the airport to Huntsburg is approximately $120 to $140.

• Rent a car – These rental car companies are located at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport.
• Thrifty 216.433.7084 • Avis 216.265.3700 
• National 216.267.4679 • Hertz 216.267.8900 
• Budget 216.267.2080 



Driving directions from Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to Hershey Montessori School—
Huntsburg Campus, 11530 Madison Rd., Huntsburg, OH 44046 
 
Head south on Upper Dr. toward Jackson Rd. Keep left at the fork to continue toward OH-237 N. 
Keep left at the fork and merge onto OH-237 N. Take the interstate 480 E exit toward 
Youngstown. Merge onto I-480 E. Follow signs for US-422 E/Warren and merge onto US-422 E. 
Take exit for OH-44 north toward Chardon. Take a right (east) on 322 east/Mayfield Rd.  Take a 
left (north) onto Rt. 528/Madison Rd.  in Huntsburg. Destination is approximately 7/8 mile north 
on the left (west) side of the road.   

 
Transportation from Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to Hiram: 

• A Lyft Ride is approximately $60 to $95 from Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to Hiram. 
 

• Airport Shuttle to Hiram is approximately $100. 
 

• Take a Taxi – Taxis can be found at the South End Baggage Claim Level adjacent to carousel 11. 
Taxi fare from the airport to Hiram is approximately $120 to $140. 

 

• Rent a car – These rental car companies are located at Cleveland Hopkins International Airport. 
• Thrifty  216.433.7084  • Avis  216.265.3700   
• National 216.267.4679  • Hertz  216.267.8900 
• Budget 216.267.2080  
 

Driving directions from Cleveland Hopkins International Airport to Hiram College Campus, 11715 
Garfield Rd., Hiram, Ohio, 44234: 
 

Cleveland Hopkins International Airport 
Head northeast 
Keep left, follow signs for Interstate 71/Interstate 480/OH-237 N/Cleveland and merge onto OH-237 N  
(.3 mi) 
Merge onto OH-237 N (.2 mi.) 
Continue onto Berea Fwy (.2 mi.) 
Take the Interstate 480 E exit toward Youngstown (2.0 mi.) 
Merge onto I-480 E (15.5 mi.) 
Keep left at the fork to stay on I-480 E, follow signs for Interstate 271 N/U.S. 422 N/Erie Pa/Warren 2.0 
mi.) 
Continue onto US-422 E (19.5 mi.) 
Turn right onto OH-700 S (5.3 mi.) 
Destination will be on the right 
Hiram College, 11715 Garfield Rd, Hiram, OH 44234 

 
The First/Last Day of Class 
On Sunday, June 30th, all orientation participants will meet at 12:30 p.m. for initial Advisory Group 
meetings with their Advisor at Hershey Montessori School’s Huntsburg Campus  in the Upper School 
Building. 
 



 A “meet and greet” brunch will be available from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon at the Hershey Farmhouse. 
The first lecture of the course is Sunday at 3:00 pm. The school is located at 11530 Madison Road, 
Huntsburg, Ohio 44046. 

 
Oral Reviews take place from 1:00 pm on Thursday, August 1st – 2:00 pm on Friday, August 2nd. A closing 
dinner and graduation ceremony will take place Friday, August 2nd starting at 5:00 pm. 

  

Mailing Address for Participants 
Hershey Montessori School 
11530 Madison Rd. 
Huntsburg, OH 44046 
 

Housing Options 
This course offers 2.5 weeks on-campus in dormitory housing, and 2.5 weeks at Hiram College.  
 
All meals for the entire 5 weeks will be served on the Hershey campus. You will be fed excellent meals 
made partly from home-grown and locally obtained food. Vegetarian, gluten-free, and other options are 
always included in menus. 
 
(Local participants or participants whose circumstances prevent participating in on-campus residential 
life for all 5 weeks will be asked to live at least one week on the Hershey campus for pedagogical 
reasons and will need to find alternative housing on their own for the other 4 weeks.) 

 
At Hershey… 

• Participants share rooms that accommodate 3-5 people with bunk beds, shared dresser space, 
and individual or shared closets. 

• Each bedroom has its own bathroom.  

• The dorm provides sheets and mattress pads, air-conditioning and includes WIFI, laundry 
facilities, and free parking. 
 

• You will join with your colleagues in helping to make breakfast and dinner on a rotating basis 
and do morning and evening chores such as feeding the animals, cleaning the kitchen and dining 
room, or taking out the compost or garbage. (They will be the same chores that our boarding 
students do every day—and they do not take up that much of your time—if you are worried 
about academic responsibilities.) 

• We have a basketball court, lovely patio spaces, and local trails for walking. 

• You will have computer hook-up availability for lectures and wireless internet access. 

• You will have on-site guides to assist you in learning about “boarding life” from a Montessori 
perspective and to help you with anything that comes up as a problem or a need. 

 
Living on the farm campus has proven to be a very special foundational experience for past Orientation 
participants.  You get a chance to be immersed in a community experience based very specifically on 
Maria Montessori’s idea for “erdkinder” in her writings on adolescent development. 



The Hershey Farm is a lovely retreat spot, with lots of woods, beautiful gardens, and a state-of-the-art, 
beautifully furnished “farmhouse” and dorms with all wood floors and a commercial kitchen. There are 
patio spaces for lounging, a basketball court, animal barns, and walking trails.  

Our hope is that you get a glimpse of the powerful experience offered to adolescents of being on the land, 
in a genuine community, in a social context where they share work and study every day.  We also hope 
that you will come to feel a bond with your colleagues in this work and come to enjoy each other’s 
company and comradeship.  
 
At Hiram… 

• Participants share apartments that each house four people 

• One set of linens per participant provided 

• WiFi access 

• Basic cleaning supplies 

• Van transportation will be provided each day to and from Hershey from the Hiram campus (about 
a 25-minute drive). The van will arrive at Hershey in time for breakfast and depart after dinner. 

 

Packing List 

What you will need to bring to complete your work in the Orientation program 

• Laptop computer (see “Computer Information” below) 

• Printer paper for printing some assignments 

• Two to three folders with pockets (for handing in assignments) 

• Highlighters 

• Personal Journal for daily professional reflections  

• Usual math and writing tools 

• Water bottle 

• Personal coffee/tea travel mug 

• Good walking shoes 

• Comfortable clothing for class, outings, and farm work 
 
What you will need to bring for residential life 

• A bed roll or sleeping bag (We will provide mattress pad and sheets.) 

• A pillow 

• Your own towels 

• Outdoor shoes/boots 

• Feel free to bring your musical instruments (we do have community guitars) 

 

Computer Information 
Access to a computer will be a must to get your work done. Past participants have found it most 
effective and efficient to bring a computer to class. If you plan to use a computer during class, bring an 
extension cord or power strip.  
 
Wireless internet access is available at Hershey Montessori School’s Huntsburg farm campus. 
 



Access to a printer is helpful as there are assignments that will need to be printed out.  You will have 
access to a shared printer at the Hershey farm campus. However, you are responsible for sharing all 
printing/paper costs. You are welcome to bring your own printer for the course.  

At this time, printing is not an option at Hiram. We are hoping to make that available. 

Returning Participants 
NAMTA-AMI Orientation graduates who wish to attend any two weeks of the course as a refresher 
experience, should contact Laurie Ewert-Krocker about availability. Participants returning for two weeks 
of the course will need to find their own off-campus housing (unless a space becomes available in the 

dorms.) Contact Laurie, lewertkrocker@gmail.com for possible housing either on campus or with local 
families or staff members.  There will be limited openings for returnees. 

Assignments/Out-of-class time expectations 
The five-week Orientation to Adolescent Studies Course is a compact and thorough graduate level study 
of Montessori theory integrated with practical implementation and living experiences. It is intentionally 
designed as an immersion experience in Montessori’s vision of a land-based work/study community for 
adolescents. It requires attendance at all lectures, note-taking and submission of notes, reading, 
researching, writing essays, and generating several curriculum and program design planning documents. 
You will also be asked to rotate through some responsibilities in assisting with preparing meals, cleaning 
the environment, and caring for animals on the farm—all of which we expect adolescent students to do 
regularly. Full attention to the course requires most evening and weekend hours during the 5 weeks 
(depending on how you manage your time). Notes and essays for submission must be typed and sources 
cited. The work is collaborative (participants help and support each other) but also requires individual 
accountability for the material submitted and assessed.  Each participant is assigned an advisor who 
attends all lectures, facilitates seminars, meets with advisees regularly, and provides ongoing support as 
needed.  

mailto:lewertkrocker@gmail.com

