
2019 AMI/NAMTA ORIENTATION
TO ADOLESCENT STUDIES

Frequently Asked Questions
June 16th - July 19th 2019

Orientation and Site Director: Tina Booth

Participant Information Page:
Site: Compass Montessori School
Location: Golden, Colorado
Dates: June 16 – July 19, 2019
Orientation Director: Tina Booth

The Orientation program begins on Sunday, June 16, at 2pm.

Arrival/Departure Information:
If you are �ying into Denver International Airport, you can �nd lots of useful information here:
https://www.�ydenver.com, including shared-rides/shuttles, taxis, and commuter trains.

•     Commuter Train – There is no commuter train that serves Golden, Colorado. To get closer to
       Golden via commuter train, you could take the light rail directly from the airport to Union
       Station, which is downtown Denver, and then to switch to a taxi or Uber.

•     Uber – An Uber to Golden will cost at least $50.00 USD.

•     Rent a car – If you are planning to rent a car, information about rentals are here:
       https://www.�ydenver.com/parking_transit/car-rentals

The Colorado School of Mines Campus in Golden is a 45-minute drive from the Denver International
Airport, depending on tra�c (37 miles).

The First/Last Day of Class:
The Orientation program begins on Sunday, June 16, at 2pm at the campus of Compass Montessori
School. If you are driving to Compass, parking in the main parking lot is available for free. Compass will
also have bicycles available for daily use.

•     During the day, you will attend lectures and work sessions at Compass Montessori School.

•     You will be fed excellent lunches each day. Vegetarian options are always included in menus.

•     Your evenings and weekends will be free.

The last day of the program will be Friday, July 19th. A graduation ceremony will take place the afternoon of 
July 19th

Packing List: What you will need to bring to complete your work in the Orientation program
•     Laptop computer (see “Computer Information” below)
•     Two to three folders with pockets (for handing in assignments)
•     Personal Journal for daily professional re�ections
•     Usual math and writing tools
•     Water bottle
•     Personal co�ee/tea travel mug
•     Comfortable clothing for class, outings, and farm work
  

https://www.flydenver.com/parking_transit/car-rentals


Computer Information:
Access to a computer will be a must to get your work done. Past participants have found it most
e�ective and e�cient to bring a computer to class. If you plan to use a computer during class, bring an extension 
cord.
Access to a printer is helpful as there are assignments that will need to be printed out. You will have
access to a shared printer at Compass Montessori. However, you are responsible for sharing all printing/paper 
costs. You are welcome to bring your own printer for the course.

School of Mines Accommodation:
For participants staying at the School of Mines, please pay close attention to the following information as some of 
it has shifted.

Students’ accommodation is located at Colorado School of Mines, in Randall Hall, which is 3 miles
from Compass Montessori School (a 10-minute car ride), where classes will take place.

• More about accommodations: https://www.mines.edu/residence-life/residence-halls/traditionalhalls/

Check-in/Check-out:
Please check-in at Randall Hall, Colorado School of Mines, Golden, Colorado. Check-in will be open
from 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 15. After this window, participants will be charged $15
per hour for late check-in.

Check-out is 10:00am on Saturday, July 20, 2019. A Graduation Ceremony will take place on the
afternoon of Friday, July 19, 2019. Participants should plan accordingly.

Parking:
Campus parking permits have been made available to participants and will be distributed as needed at check-in.

Lost Key/Card, Lockout Policy:
You will be provided a key/card for your room and Randall Hall. GWI will ask that you sign a waiver upon arrival 
assuming responsibility for lost key/card fees, and for returning your key/card at checkout. The fees are $125 for 
keys lost or not returned, and $25 for cards lost or not returned. There is also a $5 lockout fee each time you are 
locked out of the Hall or your room. You also may not lower or raise the beds in the dorms, or you will be charged 
$25.

What you will need to bring for residential life at School of Mines:
School of Mines provides bed linens. You may want to consider bringing:
• A sleeping bag or blanket
• A pillow
• Your own towels

Mailing Address for those staying at School of Mines: (Up to one week before June 15, 2019)
Montessori Teacher Training 2019
Conference Services – Randall Hall
Colorado School of Mines
1301 19th Street
Golden, CO 80401

Golden Orientation Contacts:
Julia Richards, Great Work, Inc. Program Director, julia@greatworkinc.org; 720-572-1500

Golden, Colorado
In the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, Golden, Colorado is an idyllic place to spend a summer! See
all to do at: https://www.visitgolden.com/

https://www.mines.edu/residence-life/residence-halls/traditionalhalls/
https://www.visitgolden.com/


Assignments/Out-of-Class Time Expectations:
The �ve-week Orientation to Adolescent Studies Course is a compact and thorough graduate level study of 
Montessori theory integrated with practical implementation. It is intentionally designed as an immersion 
experience in Montessori’s vision of a land-based work/study community for adolescents. It requires attendance 
at all lectures, note-taking and submission of notes, reading, researching, writing essays, and generating several 
curriculum and program design planning documents. You will also be asked to rotate through some 
responsibilities in assisting with preparing meals and caring for the environment—all of which we expect 
adolescent students to do regularly. Full attention to the course requires many evening and weekend hours during 
the 5 weeks (depending on how you manage your time). Notes and essays for submission must be typed and
sources cited. The work is collaborative (participants help and support each other) but also requires individual 
accountability for the material submitted and assessed. Each participant is assigned an advisor who attends all 
lectures, facilitates seminars, meets with advisees regularly, and provides ongoing support as needed.    

  


